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Report from Kate Maclurcan – Asylum Seeker Project Co-ordinator
Refugee Week Art Show
Lunch at Renate’s
Held from 15 to 22 June, at the Circle Café in Balmain.
Refugee artists Mira, Omary, Lee, Mohand and anonymous artists from Vietnam, Indonesia and Chile received
their proceeds. The rest went to BASF. Some $6,600 was
raised.
Thanks to prominent artists and sculptors Greg
Ann Cape, Geraldine Berkemeier, Steve Coburn,
Connell, Carolyn McKay, Justin Liebmann, John
Carol English, Beryl Ferguson, Barbara Fisher,
Marjason and Rose Moxon.

Steadfast BASF supporters Renate and Frank Kelaher
have once again offered to host a lunch at their home in
Cammeray.
Date: Thursday, 30 October 2008.
Cost: $60 per person.
Guest speaker: Human rights lawyer, journalist and author Jacquie Everitt whose book The Bitter Shore will be
launched on 26 October 2008.
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Daniel
Balint,
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The Bitter Shore
To escape religious persecution in Iran, Zahra and Saeed
Badraie made the heart-breaking decision to leave their
home and find safety. After suffering the smuggler's lies
and deceit, and a voyage across dangerous seas in a
small boat, Zahra, Saeed and their young son Shayan
landed at Darwin. In Woomera Detention Centre they
were treated like criminals and surrounded by barbed wire
and despair. For Shayan, Woomera was unbearable. He
witnessed horrific acts and was subjected to appalling
treatment. Australia was not freedom – it was irreversible
psychological damage and almost certain death.

The week culminated in a celebration for BASF’s 5th
Birthday on Sunday, 22 June. One hundred supporters
were greeted by African drummers The Rhythm Creatures and enjoyed heavenly food (thank you Gillian
Flower of Spiced Lemon Catering). Thank you to Lester
Coombs of Captain Cook Cruises for their donation.
Tanya Plibersek, Federal Member for Sydney & Minister
For Housing, spoke glowingly of the achievements of
BASF. Special thanks to Leichhardt Council and City of
Sydney whose funding supported this event.

Kate’s Talks
I have spoken to various groups recently, including Soroptimists International, Hornsby; senior students, Mount
St Benedicts College Pennant Hills; Zonta International,
North Sydney Breakfast Club; St David’s Uniting Church,
Lindfield; and the Catholic parishes at Paddington and
Edgecliff. Thank you to each of these groups for their donations.

Jacquie is a vocal campaigner against mandatory detention of refugees and was instrumental in helping the Badraies gain refugee status. Lyrical, moving and shocking,
The Bitter Shore is her account of the atrocious experiences of Zahra, Saeed and Shayan in Woomera and Villawood and the court case that took on the Howard government.

Theatre tickets for asylum seekers
Thanks to our friends at City of Sydney for providing over
70 tickets to Valley Song - a play at the Seymour Centre.

Events and training grants

Please book early as spaces are limited.
Contact Kate at katemaclurcan@hotmail.com or call
9810 5826.

We would like to thank City of Sydney also for two Community grants of $5,000 for our events and for training our
pro bono lawyers, psychologists and researchers.

If you would like to host an event, no matter how small,
please call Kate on 9810 5826.
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I would like to help the Bridge for Asylum Seekers Foundation provide direct support for Visa “E”and special category
refugees. Please send me:
( ) more information about Bridge for Asylum Seekers Foundation
( ) information about direct bank or credit card debits for regular donations
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Postcode
Phone
Herewith by cheque/credit card - Visa/Mastercard
Card number

Email
$
Exp date
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DONATIONS of $2 or more to Bridge for Asylum Seekers Foundation are fully TAX DEDUCTIBLE

