ANNUAL REPORT 2018-2019
Who and how we supported

Fled persecution,
now facing destitution.

bridge
for asylum seekers

Bridge for Asylum Seekers (Bridge) has experienced a year of significant
achievement and also challenge.
The Bridge Committee would like to thank all our donors whether they be
individuals, philanthropic organisations or the NSW ClubGRANTS program*.
It is your unstinting support that has, again, enabled us to assist so many
otherwise destitute asylum seekers and their families during the past year.
Bridge was formed some 16 years ago as a committee of Uniting NSW.ACT,
the community services arm of the NSW Synod of the Uniting Church in
Australia. We are appreciative of the ongoing support of Uniting, which
reflects their acknowledgment of our work with asylum seekers living in the
NSW/ACT community.
We would also like to thank the Inner West Council (IWC) for their continued
financial support. IWC provided $7,500 this year, from its humanitarian human
rights program, to support our fund- and awareness-raising activities. The
grant allowed Bridge to contract a part-time Grants Officer to write grant
applications and acquittals.
We are immensely thankful to Rod Sharples (Datadiction) for his probono,
continued development and support of our donor database. The database
allows Bridge to improve financial management efficiencies e.g. automation
of our donation receipting process, and to better understand our donors.
Our deepest thanks go to Craig Stokoe (LPN) who has, again probono,
provided his time and expertise to develop a new website for Bridge and
to develop messaging and content for a range of communications and
for promotional materials.
Our thanks to Stephen Webb (You Need a Writer) for managing our
Facebook page and for his support with newsletters.
Last, but certainly not least, Bridge is very grateful for the ongoing support
of Balmain Uniting Church, which provides our meeting and storage space.
Without this support we would not have a home base.

Bridge provides a hand up, they do the rest
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Supporting

189
people,
including

45
children

Bridge clients need support for an average of 143 days—up from 118 just a year ago

Bridge’s Key Achievements 2018–19

Worrying changes
Trends in grantmaking have impacted
Bridge negatively:

Raising a total grant /donation income* of $345,657.54.
This comprised:
$116,095.40 in regular and ad hoc donations from
individual donors [$87,877.62 in 2017-18]. This increase
from the previous year was very welcome and contributed
significantly to the support we were able to provide.
Regular donations, of course, allow the Bridge committee
to forecast its support expenditure and provide asylum
seekers with funding continuity.
$229,054.94 in grant income for which we were very
appreciative as its contribution was highly significant to
those we support. This grant income included:

A number of grantmakers have transitioned
to a ‘by invitation only’ basis. Bridge has not
received any invitations to date—even from
those who have funded us regularly.
Grantee incorporation has become essential for
a few grantmakers. This excludes Bridge as our
auspicing body, Uniting, is not incorporated.
Presently, the Committee considers there is more
to lose in separating from Uniting to become
incorporated than remaining with the status quo.
Feedback from other grant seekers confirms
that the competition for grants has become
greater than ever.

• Grants from Inner West Council ($22,500) to support
fundraising and awareness raising activities.
• $164,254.94 from philanthropic organisations
[$217,058.28 in 2017-18]
• $42,300 through the NSW ClubGRANTS** program
[$33,000 in 2017-18].
Submitting 12 grant applications (six of which were
successful) and eleven acquitals.
*See Income and Expenditure Details for 2018-2019 Financial Year.
** The ClubGRANTS scheme is a shared State Government-Club Industry
initiative funded by a 2.25% gaming machine tax of $1m per annum.
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Bridge helped asylum seekers from 33 nations

Numbers assisted by Bridge funding
In the course of the year we assisted an estimated 189 clients of whom 45 were
children. The total funds provided to clients for the 2018-19 financial year were
$402,385 compared with $364,220 in the previous financial year.

How long do clients remain on Bridge support?
The average duration of Bridge support for a client has increased in 2018-19 from
118 to 143 days. This is in stark contrast with 2017-18 figure of 64 days duration
and a glaring demonstration of the adverse policy changes implemented by
Department of Home Affairs over this time.

Origin of asylum seekers assisted in 2018-19
Bridge clients came from 33 countries across the globe: Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Burma, China, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Fiji, Georgia, Ghana, India, Iran, Iraq,
Jordan, Kenya, Lebanon, Malaysia, Mexico, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Nigeria,
Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka,
Sudan, Tonga, Turkey, Uganda and Ukraine.

Distribution of Bridge Funds
Prior to receiving Bridge support, all clients are assessed as meeting our eligibility
criteria for financial need and likelihood of asylum application success.
We continue to limit our funding for clients to six months duration to be able to
assist clients who are new to Australia and have no supports in the community.
Our current policy, also to allow us to fund those who have newly applied for
protection, is that we do not fund clients whose cases extend beyond a first
judicial review. At different times during the year, to ensure that clients did not
become destitute, however, Bridge support has been provided to asylum
seekers with no work rights and no other source of support, but who have
received Bridge support for more than six months or whose cases have moved
beyond first judicial review.

Sixteen years on, Bridge
has helped 2153 people,
including 446 children

Bridge distributes
96.29% of the funds
you donate
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Bridge continues to work in close collaboration with the Asylum Seekers Centre
(ASC) who provide frontline services for NSW asylum seekers. ASC ensures
Bridge clients are aware of the funding limitations and assists them to transition
to other workable arrangements as available.
Clients are referred on to other community organisations (who provide them
with accommodation in addition to a living allowance), find employment or may
have their case resolved. A handful of people transition to Department of Home
Affairs (DoHA) funded support.
Thank you for your support of Bridge in what ever form it took. Without it, we
would be unable to provide the remarkable level of support we have been able
to this year to otherwise destitute asylum seekers.

Janet Castle
Chair
Bridge for Asylum Seekers Foundation

Exorbitant rents force Bridge clients into unsafe, unhealthy accommodation

The Bridge Management Committee in 2018-19 comprised, Janet Castle (community refugee advocate/
Chair/grant application writer), Noel Hsu (Treasurer), Felicia Tesoriero (Secretary), Wenny Theresia
(Legal Officer), Janice Thompson (community advocate/ grant application writer), Caroline Mackie
(community advocate) and Cate Sinclair (grant application writer).
With the exception of the work undertaken writing grant applications †, all members of the Bridge
Committee worked in a voluntary capacity.
† The funds paid for grant application writing were immediately
donated back to Bridge.
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Income and Expenditure Details
1 July 2018– 30 June 2019
Income
Donations

$116,095.40

Events

$222.00

Grant & symposium income

$229,054.94

Interest

$285.20

Total Income

$345,657.54

Expenditure
Administrative expenses

$276.00

Bank fees

$329.48

Client support

$405,255.00

Grant application writing

$15,000.00

Total Expenses

$420,860.48

Loss

-$75,202.94

On behalf of our clients, Bridge thanks these
funds and clubs for making our work possible:

The Scully
Fund

Centenary Foundation
William Warden
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The Handmaid
Fund

BASF Grant Income 2018–19

Inner West Council

22,500

Club Central Hurstville

9,300

The Scully Fund

141,521

West Ashfield Leagues Club

28,000

Hornsby RSL

5,000

Sisters of Charity Foundation

10,000

The Handmaid Fund

3,000

Centenary Foundation
(William Warden)

9,733.94
229,054.94

Regular and adhoc income from individual donors

116,095.40

229,054.94

Grant income total
IWC Council

22,500.00

Philanthropic Organisations

164,254.94

NSW Clubgrants Program

42,300.00
229,054.94

In P&L
Grant and symposium income

229,054.94

Donations received
Others

116,095.40
Interest

285.20

Events

222.00
507.20
345,657.54

Prepared by Andrew Clark, Bridge Treasurer
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asylumseekersfoundation.com.au
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